
 

 

 

 

Name of meeting CORPORATE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

Date and Time WEDNESDAY 15 DECEMBER 2021 COMMENCING AT 5.00 PM 

Venue COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNTY HALL, ISLE OF WIGHT 

Present Cllrs S Hastings (Chairman), C Quirk (Vice-Chairman), R Downer, 
M Lilley, K Lucioni, J Medland, R Quigley, J Robertson and 
P Spink 

Co-opted (Voting) C Palin (IWALC) 

Cabinet Members Cllrs D Andre, J Bacon, P Fuller, C Jarman, P Jordan, K Love, L 
Peacey-Wilcox and I Stephens 

Also Present Cllrs D Adams, C Critchison, S Ellis and A Garratt 
 

Christopher Ashman, Oliver Boulter, James Brewer, Roger 
Brown, Simon Bryant, Steve Crocker, Laura Gaudion, Alex Minns, 
Wendy Perera, Vonda Pierce, Christopher Potter, Colin Rowland, 
Claire Shand, Paul Thistlewood, Megan Tuckwell and Sarah 
Wilkinson 

 

44 Minutes  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the Minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2021 be confirmed. 
 

45 Declarations of Interest  
 
Cllr Michael Lilley declared an interest in Minute item 50(h), Disposal of Ryde 
Harbour and Adjoining land to Ryde Town Council, as a member of Ryde Town 
Council and as Mayor of Ryde.  
 
Cllr Karen Lucioni declared an interest in Minute item 50(h), Disposal of Ryde 
Harbour and Adjoining land to Ryde Town Council, as a member of Ryde Town 
Council.  
 
Cameron Palin declared an interest in Minute item 50(m), the Isle of Wight Council 
(Various Streets, East Cowes) (Traffic Regulation) order No 1 2021, as a member of 
East Cowes Town Council. 
 
Cllr Steve Hastings declared an interest in Minute item 50(e), Green Garden Waste 
Subscription Service Fees and Charges review, as a subscriber to the scheme.   
 
Cllr Michael Lilley declared an interest in Minute item 50(e), Green Garden Waste 
Subscription Service Fees and Charges review, as a subscriber to the scheme.   
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46 Public Question Time - 15 Minutes Maximum  
 
Jenny Hicks of Sandown and Lake submitted a written question regarding recycling 
at local amenity sites. A written response was provided. (PQ 48/21) 
 

47 Progress Update  
 
The chairman presented the report which provided an overview of the progress 
against outcomes and recommendations from previous meetings. Attention was 
drawn to the oral public question raised in relation to the Cabinet report on the 
regeneration of Culver Parade on 9 November 2021. It was confirmed that the 
relevant Cabinet Members would be followed up for a response. Discussion took 
place regarding the Isle of Wight Community Safety Partnership’s strategic plan 
aimed at reducing reoffending which was agreed for circulation on 9 November 
2021. It was agreed that the Community Safety Operations Manager would be 
followed up for a response.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the progress report be noted. 
 

48 Draft Island Planning Strategy Task and Finish Group  
 
The Lead Member for the Task and Finish Group presented the report which 
outlined the groups findings when considering the Draft Island Planning Strategy. 
Questions were raised regarding the development of the prison site, brownfield 
sites, housing targets, social housing, and the capacity to deliver affordable homes. 
It was noted that the Planning Team had enthusiastically taken part in the Task and 
Finish Group and were thanked for their contributions. The Cabinet Member for 
Planning and Community Engagement reaffirmed that the housing targets should be 
sustainable and achievable, and that the development of brownfield sites was a 
priority as reflected in the Corporate Plan. The Cabinet Member for Environment, 
Heritage and Waste Management commented on the recommendations around 
exceptional circumstances, the environment and support for the biosphere, 
infrastructure, and dark skies.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the findings and recommendations of the Task and Finish Group be 
supported, and be passed onto the Cabinet Member for Planning and Community 
Engagement for consideration as part of the consultation on the Island Plan. 
 

49 Digital Strategy - Council Website  
 
The chairman of the Audit Committee introduced the item and advised that at its 
meeting in September 2021, the Audit Committee had resolved to liaise with the 
Corporate Scrutiny Committee to discuss the potential for the website component of 
the council’s digital strategy to be scrutinised, stemming from concerns raised by 
committee members following a limited assurance internal audit report. 
Consideration was given to the report which provided the committee with an 
overview of those issues, the actions that had been taken to address the internal 
audit report recommendations, and the progress to date with the design and build of 
the council’s new website in accordance with its agreed project scope and timeline 
for delivery. Questions were raised in relation to what made the Council confident 
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that an in-house website development was the best solution, how much of that has 
now proven to be a contributing factor to some of the shortfalls that the audit found, 
would those issues have arisen if Covid-19 had not happened, and would the issues 
have been identified if not for the internal audit function. Discussion took place 
regarding collaboration with other local authorities, the tendering process, 
accessibility, and the risk register and mitigating actions. It was noted that the 
delivery of the project had an impact on public spending and the reputation of the 
Council in delivering a modern website as part of the overall digital strategy. The 
Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Community Protection, Digital 
Transformation, Housing Provision and Housing Needs acknowledged the 
comments of the committee and the Director of Corporate Services advised that the 
website project was a complex council-wide transformation programme, and the 
content was driven by the various services across the Council.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
i) THAT an item relating to the development of a new council website be 

included within the workplan. 
 

ii) THAT the Committee work with the Audit Committee to ensure full monitoring 
and evaluation of the project, with possibly a Task and Finish Group being 
established for this purpose. 

 
50 Items due to be considered by the Cabinet:  

 
The vice-chairman of the committee wished to raise the committees concerns as to 
the number of items featuring on meetings of the Cabinet which appeared to be as a 
result of not implementing the Cabinet Member Delegated Decision process, which 
was leading to an ineffective use of councillors and council staff’s time in dealing 
with issues that are not controversial or have no major financial implications. 
Cabinet reports were not available to the committee until shortly before it meets 
giving insufficient time to undertake an effective role of holding the Cabinet to 
account. Following discussion a vote was taken and it was: 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the Committee requests the Cabinet reviews its approach to decision making 
to ensure that it is an effective use of resources whilst still enabling transparency 
and accountability. 
 
50a Review of the Public Health Partnership Function between Isle of Wight 
Council and Hampshire County Council.  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to 
continue the Public Health partnership between the Isle of Wight Council and 
Hampshire County Council in line with the 2019 agreement. Concerns were raised 
that the report had not been considered by the Policy and Scrutiny Committee for 
Health and Social Care and it was felt that if the partnership was to continue there 
should be an independent review to provide assurance that the partnership has 
been effective. The Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care and Public Health 
acknowledged the concerns of the committee and confirmed that the report would 
be amended to reflect that it was an interim report subject to a full review of the 
partnership in Autumn 2022.  
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RESOLVED: 
 
i) THAT the report be referred to the Policy and Scrutiny Committee for Health 

and Social Care for further comment.  
 
ii) THAT the Cabinet be requested to defer any decision until further 

consultation had taken place including an independent review of the 
partnership. 
 

50b Closure of Carisbrooke College 6th Form - Final Decision  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to alter 
the upper-age range to remove the sixth form at Carisbrooke College with effect 
from 31 December 2021. No questions or comments were made at this stage.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50c Lowering the age range of Hunnyhill Primary School : Consultation 
outcome  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to the 
lower the age range to three years old at Hunnyhill Primary School with effect from 1 
January 2022. No questions or comments were made at this stage. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50d Dark Skies Initiative  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to 
support a Dark Skies Park status application. Questions were raised in relation to 
the scope of the localities covered by the application.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50e Green Garden Waste Subscription Service Fees and Charges review  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to 
increase the cost of the annual Green Garden Waste Subscription service by £2 per 
month in 2022. Discussion took place regarding income generation and the current 
waiting list for the non-essential elective service. The Cabinet Member for 
Environment, Heritage and Waste Management confirmed that the aim was for the 
service to be as widely available as possible in order to best serve the community; 
and to make this possible additional capacity was needed and in turn costs would 
increase.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
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50f Local Council Tax Support Scheme  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to 
maintain the current Local Council Tax Support Scheme at 65%, allowing for any 
minor adjustments to annual allowable amounts which are used to offset the 
calculation. Questions were raised in relation to the consultation process. It was 
advised that a range of options had been discussed and a decision was taken to 
retain the level at 65% for the coming year, endeavouring to increase the level of 
support provided to those in greatest need. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50g Discretionary Housing Payment Policy  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to 
amend the policy to reflect the funding for 2021/22 provided by the Department for 
Work and Pensions, and to delegated minor policy changes to an officer in 
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Strategic Finance, Corporate Resources 
and Transformational Change. No questions or comments were made at this stage. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50h Disposal of Ryde Harbour and Adjoining land to Ryde Town Council  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to agree 
the freehold transfer of Ryde Harbour and the hospitality suite; and to lease the 
transfer of the two parcels of land and hospitality suite to Ryde Town Council from 1 
April 2022. It was noted that IWALC welcomed the proposals.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50i Isle of Wight Skills Plan  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to adopt 
the Isle of Wight Skills Plan; and to set up an Island Skills Board to oversee related 
activity. No questions or comments were made at this stage. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50j Strategy for the provision of Support within Safe Accommodation 2021-
2024  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval of the 
Isle of Wight Safe Accommodation Strategy 2022-2025. No questions or comments 
were made at this stage. 
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RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50k Development of Relocatable Homes  
 
This item was not discussed as it was now due for consideration by the Cabinet in 
January 2022. 
 
50l The Isle of Wight Council (Various Streets, Cowes) (Traffic Regulation) 
Order No 1 2021  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to 
introduce new parking restrictions, and to make some of the existing parking 
restrictions enforceable, in various locations in Cowes. No questions or comments 
were made at this stage. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50m The Isle of Wight Council (Various Streets, East Cowes) (Traffic 
Regulation) order No 1 2021  
 
Consideration was given to the report which sought the Cabinet’s approval to 
introduce new parking restrictions, and to make some of the existing parking 
restrictions enforceable, in various locations in East Cowes. No questions or 
comments were made at this stage. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the report and proposed recommendations be noted. 
 
50n The Isle of Wight Council (Horsebridge Hill, Newport) (Traffic 
Regulation) Order No 1 2021  
 
This item was not discussed as it was now due for consideration by the Cabinet in 
February 2022. 
 

51 Forward Plan  
 
The committee were invited to identify any item contained within the published 
forward plan that would benefit from early consideration within the committee’s own 
workplan or one of the policy and scrutiny committees. No comments or questions 
were raised that this stage. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT the forward plan be noted. 
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52 Workplan  
 
Consideration was given to the workplan for 2021-22. It was confirmed that the 
workplan would be updated to include monitoring the delivery of the Council’s new 
website.  
 
Concern was raised around the member briefing session to be held on Friday 17 
December 2021 relating to the draft Island Planning Strategy, and whether there 
would be discussion and critique around the content of the task and finish group’s 
report. It was felt that advance notice should be given in order for a response to be 
prepared and it was requested that any papers for the session be circulated to all 
members by 10.00am Thursday 16 December 2021. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
i) THAT the workplan be updated to include monitoring the delivery of the 

Council’s new website. 
 

ii) THAT any papers for the member briefing session relating to the draft Island 
Planning Strategy be circulated to all members by 10.00am Thursday 16 
December 2021. 

 
53 Members' Question Time  

 
No member’s questions were received at this stage.  
 

 
CHAIRMAN 
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Public Question time 

To view any public questions that were put to this committee, they will be listed as an 

additional PDF document below the public question time section within the online 

minutes, an example is displayed below: 
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PQ 48/21 
 
Corporate Scrutiny Committee – 15 December 2021 
 
Written question from Jenny Hicks of Sandown and Lake, to the Corporate 
Scrutiny Committee 
 

Question 
 
Regarding recycling of goods at the local amenity sites on Isle of Wight, can the 
Council look at implementing access and licence to allow a small amount of 
recyclers to approach residents at the tips to take away items that they may be able 
to upcycle like a TV programme I have seen? 
 
On the TV programme Money for Nothing, I have witnessed, one person has been 
granted allowance from local Council at the amenity site. Then they upcycle and 
reuse or sell items that get smashed up and thrown on landfill site! We must look to 
the future and encourage reuse of materials for sustainability. 
 

Response 
 
The council’s contract with Amey does include a re-use service for reusable items 
collected at the kerbside and deposited ion the r-use skip at the Household Waste 
Recycling Centres. Reusable items collected go to a range of charities for resale to 
support the charities, including paint, furniture and bric-a-brac.  Further, when the 
works at Forest Road are complete, the contract will require the facilitation of a reuse 
shop to directly sell items collected.  
 
We do not allow totting (direct collection or approaching visitors) directly at the sites 
for personal privacy and health and safety reasons.  
 
Any charity or business who is interested in discussing the availability of reusable 
items for reuse in a charity or other setting can contact the waste team at 
waste.contract@iow.gov.uk.  
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